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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from ttie mailing date of ttiis communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 November 2009 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)\Z\ Tiiis action is non-final. 

3) Q Since tiiis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the amendment received 1 1/12/09. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 13-17 objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant has 
stated in the Remarks, received 1 1/12/09, that the "Trim panel" and "support part" are 
intended to refer to the same reference character. Claims 13-17, however, claim both 
interchangeable terms separately ("a trim panel" and "a support part"). Since they refer 
to the same component, consistent terminology should be used. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 

States. 

Claims 13-32 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Itou US 
4973105. 

Re claims 13-17, Itou discloses a trim panel (also a support part, comprising 3, 4, 
41), a seat component 1, a seat cushion 12, a seat substructure (including a first part 91 
and a second part 92; see col. 1, lines 37-44), the trim panel attachable to the seat 
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component (via 1 1 ), liaving a first portion 3 and a second portion 4 to substantially 
conceal the first part of the seat substructure (see Fig. 8) wherein the support part is 
displaceable with the seat component in a horizontal direction; a decorative surface 6 
which partially covers the support part (covers at least 3, see Fig. 8), locking elements 
'R', ribs (the horizontal flanges on 3, see Fig. 9, are considered to meet the broad 
limitation of ribs). 

Re claims 18-27, see above. Further, Itou discloses the seat component is 
displaceable relative the first seat part in a vertical direction (see Figs. 8 and 9), a seat 
shell 1 1 , wherein the first part of the seat substructure 91 has a frame which encircles 
the seat shell in the same plane of the seat shell (see Fig. 10, the substructure is in the 
same vertical plane as the seat shell, and since it is located on the outside of both sides 
of the seat shell, it is considered to meet the limitation of "encircling"). 

Re claims 28-32, see above. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/12/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicants amendment and clarifying remarks have caused a new 
interpretation of the Itou reference, and rendered the previous arguments moot. All 
claim limitations are met by Itou as discussed above. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated tlie new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES ALEX whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
3740. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm; F, 7:30 
am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dunn David can be reached on (571 ) 272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/DAVID DUNN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3636 

JA 01/27/10 



